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FAITH UMC NEWS 

March 2019 

The season of Lent is upon us.  And while our current weather might lead us to believe otherwise, the 

word Lent comes from an old Anglo-Saxon word that means spring.  Traditionally, Lent is a time of re-

pentance, fasting, and preparation as we eagerly await Easter.  Beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending 

on Holy Saturday, Lent is a period of 40 days (not including Sundays*).  Many Christians, as a way to fo-

cus, will observe a fast of some sort during Lent.  I’ve always believed that giving something up just for 

the sake of doing it doesn’t really mean much.  Likewise, giving something up for personal benefit—like 

say, giving up sweets in an effort to lose weight—misses the point.  But there are ways I believe this prac-

tice can be fruitful.  For example, skipping a $5 cup of coffee and giving that money to charity, or skip-

ping internet or tv time to do a Bible study.  Others choose to add something to their lives, rather than 

taking something away.  Adding a Bible study or volunteering in a local mission are a couple exam-

ples.  Whatever you decide to do or not do, my prayer is that we will all use this time that has been given 

to us to really focus on God. 

  

I am so excited about all that is going on around Faith these days.  Over the season of Lent we will be 

seeking to better listen to Jesus—as God commanded during the Transfiguration.  We will continue to 

have Bible studies on Wednesday nights.  Lots and lots of projects around the church are being complet-

ed.  The Faith Roots group had a great re-launch at the first Faith Night, and I’m so excited to see this 

ministry continue to grow.  Our grow team has been hard at work.  It’s just a really great time to be at 

Faith.  If you haven’t found a place to get involved, I encourage you to jump in.  Things are good, but 

they’d be even better with you there! 

  

Grace and peace, 

  

Brandon 

 

*Some may ask why we exclude Sundays as part of Lent.  Every Sunday is meant to be a day of celebration—a 
mini-Easter.  Sundays are all special days in which we celebrate our risen Savior. 
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 MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UP-COMING EVENTS 

March                     3    Ash Wednesday 

   9    Murder Mystery Dinner 

  10     Daylight Savings Begins  -  spring forward 

  12    Church Council @ 6pm 

    15 –16        Missions Yard Sale @7am o– Noon each day 

        20        Faith Roots—Worship @ 6:30 

        23        Workday at Church @ 8am 

                                                            25—29             Spring break for Jefferson County and Trussville schools 

                                                           No Zumba on Thursday 3/14 and Thursday 3/21 

                                 April                             9   Church Council @ 6pm 

                                                                     13             Easter Egg Hunt @ 10 

                                                                     14  Palm Sunday—Easter Musical 

                                                                     21    Easter Sonrise Service 

                                                                                       Breakfast 

                                                                                       Worship @ 10:30 

  Check out the calendar on our website:  faithumcinclay.org        

Third Wednesday of each month @ 6:30.     

Contemporary worship 

Inspirational guest speakers 

Child care 

Reservations are required for dinner, serving starts at 5:30       $5/adult; $2/child 
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2019 Women of Faith Calendar 

Saturday, February 16
th 

– planning the WOF year 

Saturday, March 16
th

 – assist with the Missions Yard Sale 

*Saturday, April 13
th

 – assist with the Easter Egg Hunt
 

Saturday, May 18
th

 – Service Project (Clay Senior Center)
 

Saturday, June 15
th

 – Lake Day @ the Hobby’s 

Saturday, July 20
th

 – Fun Spa Day (more info to come closer to time)
 

Saturday, August 17
th

 – Pool Party @ Martha’s
 

Saturday, September 21
st
 – Craft Party (prepping items for the Craft Fair in Oct.) 

 

Saturday, October 19
th

 - Craft Party (prepping items for the Craft Fair in Oct.)
 

Saturday, November 16
th

 – Service Project (Ann’s New Life Center)
 

*Sunday, December 15
th

 – WOF Christmas Party 

*Meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of the month except for April and December.  

Each meeting will include fellowship, food, fun and a devotional.   

All Women of Faith are welcome to come and participate.   

GROW  team  will meet in March on the 10th and the 24th at 5pm.  Everyone is encouraged to come and 

plan ways we can share God’s love and blessings with our community of Clay. 

The Praise Team  will start work on the Easter Musical—Jesus, The Cornerstone—in   

a few weeks.  The Praise Team is looking for additional voices.  Interested in being a 

part of this powerful, worship experience?  Talk to Josh. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!!!  You can still reserve a ticket 

for the  Mardi Gras Murder Party.   

You can call the office at 681-4429 or send a mes-

sage to office@faithumcinclay.org.   
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Boy Scout Troop 124 

We recently recognized our scout troop in worship on Scout Sunday.  How much do we really know about 

the troop we support?  Scout Master Jeremy Horton shared the following: 

Troop 1234 currently consists of 22 boys ages 11-17 from the Clay, Trussville, Springville and Pinson areas.  

We have five currently active Eagle Scouts and several more who are close to earning their Eagle.  In addi-

tion, we have 26 registered adult leaders who serve in various roles to support the program, which is al-

most completely run by the scouts themselves.  The goal of scouting is to help boys grow into the best 

possible men they can become through a program that emphasize not only outdoor skills, but also charac-

ter, citizenship, service, leadership and duty to God. 

We have service projects that have recently been completed at Cosby Lake, Red Hill Cemetery, and of 

course the playground at Faith UMC.  There are several Eagle projects in various stages of approval, plan-

ning and work including a new craft building at Camp Coleman, tables at Manna Farms, a gaga ball pit at 

Clay Rec Park, and an outdoor classroom at Clay-Chalkville High School.  We have an ongoing clothing 

drive in partnership with America’s Thrift Stores, which also benefits the troop as a fundraiser.  We accept 

donations of clothing, hats, shoes, belts, purses, and stuffed animals. 

Troop 124 is also very excited to celebrate our 50th birthday this year, as well as the 20th anniversary of 

our partnership with Faith UMC.  We look forward to many more years supporting the youth and our com-

munity with both Troop 124 and our sister organization, Venture Crew 2124, which just celebrated its first 

year, also chartered by Faith UMC. 

Want to participate in Secret Sisters?  This is open to all the ladies in the 

church.  Forms are available in the lobby that describes Secret Sisters  

and has room for you to share some of your likes and favorites things.  

These forms will be available Saturday night at the Mardi Gras Murder 

Mystery dinner and Sunday morning.  

Secret Sisters will be drawn immediately after church 3/10 

Missions Yard Sale 

March 15—16 

7am—Noon each day 

 

Hope you’re cleaning those closets and that garage!! 

You can start brining items  3/10 

Help is needed for setting up, working and cleaning 

up after this sale. 

Email the church:   office@faithumcinclay.org or call 

the office 681-4429 if you can help. 
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Clay UMC/Faith UMC Youth Confirmation Schedule 

 
If you have any questions or wish to speak to one our team members please contact us at the following numbers:  
 

Rev. Brandon  Rodgers (Faith UMC)  837-2793            Rev. Barry Hallman (Clay UMC) 910-8390 
Ms. Angela  527-0486                  Ms. Jeannie  482-5925 
Ms. Lori  540-0592      Ms. Stacey  213-2184 

 
During the first four sessions we will meet at Faith UMC in the Fellowship Hall/Youth Room @ 6:30pm.  A snack 

supper will be provided and we will conclude at 8pm. 
 

Faith UMC  7315 Old Springville Road, Pinson, AL:  35126 
 
Feb. 27 Session 1 “God” (Angela)   *Mar. 6 Community-wide Ash Wednesday Service  
Trinity        @ Clay UMC at 6:30pm 
Lord’s Prayer       6790 Old Springville Road 
A Personal Relationship with Christ     Pinson, AL  35126 

 
Mar. 13 Session 2 “Creation” (Jeannie)  Mar. 20 Session 3 “Incarnation”  (Rev. Brandon) 
Image of God       Jesus Son of God 
Good/Evil       Jesus son of man 
Creation Story       What does it mean to be a Christian 
        Family and Mentors What is their role 
        Belonging to the Community of Faith 
        
*Mar 27  Spring Break,        Meet at Regal Cinemas in Trussville @ 6:30pm.   Bring $ for ticket & snacks! 

 
Apr. 3 Session  4 “Salvation” (Lori) 
Crucifixion 
Repentance 
Reconciliation 
Forgiveness 
Confession of Faith 
 
During the final four sessions we will meet at Clay UMC in the Cafe/Youth Room @ 6:30pm.  A snack supper will be 

provided and we will conclude at 8pm. 
 

Clay UMC    6790 Old Springville Road, Pinson, AL   35126 
 
Apr. 10 Session 5 “Spirit” (Stacey)   Apr. 17 Session 6 “Body of Christ” (Angela/Lori) 
 
Why do we receive Baptism     Church membership 
The Bible/Word of God      Faith/Beliefs 
Prayer        History of the United Methodist Church 
Relationships (cont’d)      Sacraments 
What does it mean to be a member of the church? 
Prayer, presence, gifts, service, witness 
 
      
Apr. 24 Session 7 “Last Things” (Rev. Barry) May 1 Session 8 “Recap”  (All) 
Baptism        Questions/Answers 
Holy Communion       Additional Resources 
Service, Mission, Going Forth     Do you feel led to join the church? 
            (referral to Rev. Barry/Rev. Brandon) 
        Parents/Mentors/Church Family 
 
*May 8 We will conclude our joint series with a Game Night .  Details will be provided soon! 
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March Youth News: 

 

Youth Schedule 

Youth 6th –12th grades are welcome to attend our Wednesday 

evening Youth Fellowship @ 6:45pm in the Youth Room.  In 

March we will meet as follows: 

 March 6   Church Wide- Ash Wednesday Service                              

This week we will be participating in the church-wide Ash Wednes-

day Service in the Sanctuary.   (Casual dress, come as you are!)   

Everyone welcome! 

 

 March 13 Youth Confirmation Session II 

        In week two of our Confirmation Study our topic is “Creation”.    

We will look at what it means to be created in the image of God.  

What is good and what is evil.  Is there  a good and bad and do 

we measure up as a  people of God.  We will also look at the  

          Creation story and begin to explore our own  personal beliefs. 

March  20  Youth Confirmation Session III 

In week three of our Confirmation study is Incarnation.                                    

We will look at Jesus as Son of God and son of man.                                       

We will explore what it means to be a Christian  and             

serve in the community of faith. 
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**March 27 Meet @ the Movies Regal Cinemas 16  

 This is Spring Break week for many of our  area schools so we are 

planning to meet at and  dismiss from Regal 16 Cinemas in Trussville.  

We will gather in the lobby to  determine what film/films  our group 

will view.  We may select as a group to see the same film or we may 

break into  smaller groups (3 or more) to see different films.  (Middle school  students must 

have an adult in their group of 3 or more)  All selected films must be G, PG, or PG-13).  For 

more information please  see Ms. Angela or Ms. Lori.   

**Bring $ for your ticket and snacks!  Invite a friend!  We hope to see you there! 

We will continue our Confirmation  Study through the month of April.  If you are 

interested in providing a meal or serving as a mentor, please contact Ms. Angela 

or Ms. Lori for more information,  Thank you for your continued prayer! 

 

A great big  to  our church family for helping to make the Youth Retreat a 

success!  We appreciate those of you who provided support with prayer, 

meals, transportation, and   prayer centers.  We were pleased to partner with Clay UMC and  

combine our youth for a wonderful weekend of service and learning!  We discussed the ten-

ants of our Membership Vows and what it is to be a member of the Body of Christ serving 

through membership in our local church.  Thank you to Rev. Brandon for the message and to 

our faithful volunteer leaders /youth volunteers for spending the weekend with our youth.  

May God continue to bless you and your ministry! 

          Angela & Lori  


