August 2019

FAITH UMC NEWS

As most of you know, my family is going through some changes—new work situations and new school situations. These changes require sacrifice—earlier mornings, later nights, longer drives, more hours spent studying, and on and on the list goes. We are all willing to make these sacrifices because we think these are the
best decisions for each of us. And that’s what all of us want—to make the best decisions that put us in the
best situations.
Jesus tells us that we should want the same for our neighbors. Just as we want the best for ourselves, we
should want the best for them, too. In fact, Jesus doesn’t want us to leave this to chance. He wants us to be
actively involved in seeking the best for our neighbors. As followers of Christ we know that giving our lives
over to Jesus is the absolute best thing any of us can do. When the grace of God opens our eyes to our desperate need of Jesus, it makes everything this world has to offer somewhat less. There’s a song that says,
“Take this world and give me Jesus.” If that is what we want for ourselves, then shouldn’t that be what we
want for our neighbors, too?
The question for us then becomes, “What are we willing to sacrifice to make sure others know the love of
Jesus?” To make it a little more pointed, we might ask, “If you knew with certainty that a person or a family
would come to know Christ, what would you be willing to give up to help make it happen?” Would you be
willing to give a little more at church? Would you volunteer a little more of your time?
If you knew it would mean a new family found Jesus and a real community, would you give up “your” seat in
the sanctuary? Would you be willing to never hear another hymn sung—or maybe never hear another contemporary song sung? Would you give up your personal preferences to make them feel welcomed and
loved?
We’ve been talking a lot about hope lately. What would you be willing to sacrifice to give someone hope?
An extra hour a week of your time? Two hours? More? Would you be willing to sacrifice going to the lake or
the beach or the mountains?
To love our neighbor as we love ourselves means we are willing to sacrifice for them the way we sacrifice for
ourselves. When we are willing to love like that, then there’s no doubt we will be a place of hope.
Grace and peace,
Brandon
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Third Wednesday of each month @ 6:30.
Contemporary worship
Inspirational guest speakers
Child care
Reservations are required for dinner, serving starts at 5:45
$5/adult; $2/child
August speaker for Faith Night:
Leslie Spencer
Camp Director
Royal Family Kids Camp #218

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
8/3
8/10
8/13
8/17
8/18
8/23
8/24
8/29
8/30
10/05

BSA Troop 124—50th Anniversary Celebration @ 4pm
VBS—Super Training University with Jesus @ 8:30—2:00
Church Council @ 6:00
Back to School Bash @ 10:00—Noon
Back to School Covered Dish @11:30
Prepare and serve lunch (55) for teachers & staff at Clay Elementary
Church Work Day
Prepare sack meals (160) for CCHS band @ 6:30
Serve sack meal to CCHS band before football game
Serve Day

Stay in Touch ...

drop a note or call some of our Faith family

that cannot currently worship with us on Sunday. Contact the office at
681-4429 or office@faithumcinclay.org if you need their contact information.

Jerry Conway
Jimmie Sue Foy
Martha Howard
Don & Judy Kelosky
Doug Varner
Gay Pettus
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Grow Team Updates
Most Sunday mornings we mention our Grow Team—usually letting folks know about our next meeting. I’d
like to let everyone know a little more about what our Grow Team has been up to over the last few months
and what we’re looking forward to in the coming weeks. First, though, let me say how much I appreciate
all who have participated in the Grow Team. We’ve had a lot of great ideas, and I hope we’ve created an
atmosphere where everyone feels welcome and feels comfortable sharing new ideas.
When we started Grow Team our goal was to invite anyone who wanted to be part of a team that would
generate new ideas, evaluate current ministries, and then implement the best ideas that would help us as
individuals grow spiritually even as we grow our impact in the community. Our goal has remained the
same, and anyone is welcome to join us as we dream about how we can grow!
So what have we been doing? A lot, actually. The idea for our garden began in Grow Team. The idea to
grow our Wednesday night program began there, too. The idea for our Back to School Bash began there as
well. Another great idea that was born in Grow Team was sending Valentine’s candy to the Christian club
that meets at Clay-Chalkville Middle School. And our first Sunday Communion visitation came from a Grow
Team meeting as well.
We have some other projects that are ongoing that I’d like to mention. For example, we’ve been taking
popsicles to the kids in the Clay-Chalkville Marching Band during their band camp. We’ve also worked out
a plan to feed the band coming up on August 30th. These are great ways to be present in our community,
to support our local schools, and serve the students in our community. Oh, and we’re also going to be taking lunch to all the staff at Clay Elementary coming up on August 23rd—another great way to love on the
folks in our community.
We’re also working on putting together some packets to welcome new people as they move into our community. The idea is to give them useful information, especially if they aren’t familiar with the area, such as
the names of restaurants, businesses, vets, parks, etc.
And it doesn’t stop there. We’re working on a blessing box, our upcoming serve day, and brainstorming
some other ideas, such as a life skills class for teens, an anniversary celebration in 2020, participating in the
Clay Christmas Parade, and maybe even a live nativity in 2020.
We are exploring new ideas all the time, and we’d love to hear from you, too. If you’d like to get involved
in any of these projects, or if you have ideas for other projects, we’d love for you to join us. Come grow
with us!
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August Birthday
8/7

Norman Odeneal

8/15

Martha Sargent

8/16

Emily Rodgers

8/21

Kelby Foster

8/22

Matt Hobby

8/29

Cheryl Angwin Capouya

9/5

Tina Strickland

9/17

Mike Lucia

9/17

Joseph Jones

9/18

Melinda Varner

9/18

Alex Strickland

9/18

Bernie Scott

9/21

Doug Varner

9/23

Skip Kittrell

9/23

Jeff Hobby

9/28

Melissa Robbins

Wednesday night Bible study is at 6:30.
Study is in the book of Luke

Before Bible study or Praise Team practice enjoy some fellowship and food. Serving starts at 5:45. Cost is $5. If you do not have a standing reservation, be sure
to let the office know by 2pm on Tuesday that you plan on eating at the church
(681-4429 or office@faithumcinclay.org)

Wednesday Night Menus for August
8/7

Pork loin roast, potatoes, squash casserole, peas & dessert

Paulette & Norman

8/14

Italian pasta salad, Southern caviar, tomato pie & dessert

Lori R & Cathy

8/21

Hot dogs, slaw, baked beans, & brownies

Tina & Marc

8/28

Sloppy Joe, slaw, chips, & dessert

Kerry, Sherri & Terri
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And the winner is………...

After discussion and ballot voting as to whether or not it was time to change the logo for Faith
UMC, the results are in. Over 50% of the votes were cast in favor of retaining our current logo.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL—AUGUST 10
“Super Training University with Jesus”
Just like Jesus led the disciples, the- S.T.U. Super Training
University with Jesus- curriculum will assist in training students of all ages to be more than conquerors — to be superheroes who master the powers of praise, prayer, boldness, truth and justice.
Theme Scripture: "Put on the
whole amour of God, That ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil." (Ephesians 6:11, KJV)
Schedule:

8:30

Registration and breakfast
9:00—12:30 VBS
12:30—1:00 Lunch
1:00—2:00

Water fun

Please bring a swim suit, towel and change of clothes for the water slide.
VBS MEETING AND FINALIZING DECORATIONS, THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 @ 6:30

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH—AUGUST 17
10:00—Noon


Free school supplies (while supply lasts)



Food



Games



Bounce House

Help is needed on Wednesday night, August 14, to make the school supplies bags.
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POT LUCK MEAL—AUGUST 18

Continuing with the Back to School theme, there
will be a pot luck on August 18, following worship.
We are hoping that people who participated in
the Back to School Bash the previous day, will
join us so bring your favorite dish and some extra
for guests!

WORK DAY—AUGUST 24
8AM—11am

COMMUNITY OUT REACH
PROJECTS

Help is needed with pruning shrubbery ,weeding,
cleaning windows inside and out, some maintenance on the playground. There may be some
other areas, but that will be determined. The Boy
Scouts will be helping with this Work Day, but the
more participants, the quicker the work will be
completed.

Friday, August 23, Faith will be providing the teachers
and staff at Clay Elementary with lunch. We will be
feeding approximately 55 people. Our goal is to provide
a nice lunch and visit with them so that we get to know
them and they get to know Faith UMC. There are a couple of food items still needed; but most importantly, we
need people to help take the food and mingle.
Thursday, August 29, we will be packing 160 sack meals
for the Clay Chalkville High School Band @ 6:30.
Friday, August 30, Faith will be serving the 160 sack
meals. This will be their before game meal for their first
home game of the 2019—2020 season.

SERVE DAY

October 5 is Faith’s Serve Day. This will be a day where
there will be various service projects in which to participate. More information about this will be coming weeks,
BUT, ONE of the projects will be preparing and serving a
meal at the Firehouse Shelter.
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Whisper: How to Hear the Voice of God
by Mark Batterson
Video & Bible Study
Starting August 11th, 4:30-6pm

Everyone is invited
“The voice that spoke the cosmos into existence is the same voice that parted the Red sea, and made the sun
stand still in the midday sky.

One day, this voice will make all things new, but it’s also speaking to you now! That voice is God’s voice, and
what we’ve learned from Scripture is that He often speaks in a whisper. Not to make it difficult to hear Him, but
to draw us close.

Many people have a tough time believing God still speaks. Sure, in ancient times and in mysterious ways, God
spoke to His people, but is He still speaking now?”

Mark Batterson certainly believes so. And he wants to introduce you to the seven love languages of God; each of
them unique and entirely divine. Some of them you might suspect but others will surprise you. By learning to
tune in to and decipher each language, you’ll be able to hear His guidance in simple as well as life-altering choices. God is actively speaking through: Scripture, Desires, Doors, Dreams, People, Promptings, and Pain. Batterson
gives you the tools you need to unlock each of these languages.

Hardcover book and ebook are available on Amazon and from other local booksellers. Class will meet
on the following schedule:
8/11 Introduction

8/18 Session One

8/25 Session Two

9/1 NO CLASS

9/8 Session Three

9/15 Session Four

9/22 Final Session and Wrap Up

For more information about the study, please contact Polly McClure mcclurep@gmail.com, 205 223 0097.
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Tribes will continue at FAITH UMC this month.
We will meet on Wednesdays at 6:45pm for fellowship, games, activities,
devotions, and snacks. We will continue to compete and accrue points this
month to add to our overall scores. This is the final month for TRIBES so be sure
to bring a friend and remember if you dress to the theme each week you get extra credit! All youth are welcome!

August Tribes

Wednesday Aug. 7 Luau

(Ms. Lori R)

Wednesday Aug. 14 Soldier/Hero (Ms. Melinda)
Wednesday Aug. 21 Movie Night 6:30pm
*We will meet at Regal Cinemas in Trussville
Wednesday Aug. 28 Back to School!
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We would again like to express our thanks and appreciation
for everyone who helped to support us through prayer, financial gifts, donations of supplies, and support of our fundraising efforts to go to the M-25 Mission Trip in Atlanta this year.
We couldn’t have done it without you!
A special thanks to Mr. Joshua, Mr. Eric, & Rev. Brandon for helping
us with the joint Service of Worship (July 10) where we were able to
share some of our experiences with you and Ms. Cathy for helping us
get our bulletins together!

Our youth are collecting socks for those experiencing homelessness. We need all
sizes children –adult. So when you are out doing your back to school shopping or
beginning to shop for the holidays, pick up a pack or a pair and drop them off in
the box in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall!
All donations are greatly appreciated! We set of goal of 300 pair but with your
help we hope to exceed it! Please see Nicole Ennis if you have any questions!
Thanks as always for your support!
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TRAINING CLASS FOR OPERATING THE NEW ZERO TURN
LAWNMOWER
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