September 2019

FAITH UMC NEWS

Dr. Timothy Tennant, President of Asbury Theological Seminary, was recently giving an address on
facing the challenges of faithfully carrying out the mission and ministry of the Church in the 21 st century. In his remarks he talked about the baseball series this summer between the New York Yankees
and the Boston Red Sox that took place in London. The field where the series took place was originally used in the London Olympic Games and has since been converted to a soccer stadium. The
problem is that a soccer stadium is not really suitable for baseball. The dimensions are all wrong, the
turf is all wrong, there’s no dirt, and at this particular stadium, the lights were way too low. To address
these problems Major League Baseball had to build 15 foot tall outfield walls to compensate for the
too-short field. They brought in 141,913 square feet of artificial turf, they covered all the stadium
lights with chicken wire, and maybe most shocking, they shipped 345 tons of dirt from Pennsylvania to
create the infield. If my math is correct, that’s 690,000 pounds of dirt!
The point Dr. Tennant was making is that the field they played on wasn’t ready-made for baseball,
and lots and lots of modifications and adjustments had to be made. In our increasingly secularized
world today, our “field” isn’t exactly ready-made for Christians either. In previous generations, church
attendance was just assumed. Businesses were closed on Sundays. Wednesday nights were offlimits for after school activities. In short, the field was ready-made for Christians to live out the mission and ministry of the Church.
For us to be effective in carrying out the mission of the Church, we have to recognize that the playing
field has changed, and we have to adjust our approach accordingly. Many of the things we have always taken for granted simply aren’t the same anymore. Which means we can either hole ourselves
up within the walls of the church, lamenting the way things are and longing for the way things used to
be, or we can choose to carry out the mission of the church in the world as it actually exists today.
That doesn’t mean we abandon our traditions, nor does it mean we abandon our principles. But it
does mean being honest with ourselves about what is working and what is not working within the
church as a whole and within our own ministry context in particular.
Our mission has not changed. Sharing the hope of Jesus Christ in the world remains the life work of
us as Christians. My prayer for all of us is that we will choose to see the field as it currently exists, not
as we wish it existed. My prayer is that we will continue to allow the Holy Spirit to guide us as we navigate the field as it currently exists. My prayer is that we will continue to share hope, even if that
means adjusting or modifying the way we do it.
Grace and peace,
Brandon
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Third Wednesday of each month @ 6:30.
Contemporary worship
Inspirational guest speakers
Child care
Reservations are required for dinner, serving starts at 5:45
$5/adult; $2/child
September speaker for Faith Night:
Robbie Hall

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
9/2
9/10
9/18
9/21
10/05
10/31

Labor Day—Office will be closed
Church Council @ 6:00 pm
Faith Roots Worship @ 6:30
Women of Faith @ 10:00
Serve Day
Trunk or Treat

Stay in Touch ...

drop a note or call some of our Faith family

that cannot currently worship with us on Sunday. Contact the office at
681-4429 or office@faithumcinclay.org if you need their contact information.

Jerry Conway
Jimmie Sue Foy
Martha Howard
Don & Judy Kelosky
Doug Varner
Gay Pettus
Jim McKee
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October Birthday

September Birthday
9/5

Tina Strickland

9/17

Mike Lucia

9/17

Joseph Jones

9/18

Melinda Varner

9/18

Alex Strickland

9/18

Bernie Scott

9/21

Doug Varner

9/23

Skip Kittrell

9/23

Jeff Hobby

9/28

Melissa Robbins

10/07 Angela Brooks
10/09 Julie Hall
10/09 Cliff Landrss
10/11 Anne Tucker
10/12 Sherri Swickard
10/14 Joanna Lucia
10/14 Jenni Scott
10/15 Laura Brayman
10/15 Jennifer Jones
10/18 Terri Colvin
10/29 Lori Roberson

Wednesday night Bible study is at 6:30.
Study is in the book of Luke

Before Bible study, Praise Team practice or the monthly Faith Worship night, enjoy
some fellowship and food. Serving starts at 5:45. Cost is $5. If you do not have a
standing reservation, be sure to let the office know by 2pm on Tuesday that you
plan on eating at the church (681-4429 or office@faithumcinclay.org)

Wednesday Night Menus for September
9/4

Chicken sandwiches, mac&cheese, salad, apple crisp w/ice cream Team: Martha, Teann, and Jennifer

9/11—BBQ, Slaw, veggie, Dessert

Team: Paulette and Norman

9/18—Ham & Swiss Potato Casserole, Salad, Dessert

Team: Lori R and Cathy

9/25

Team: Kerry, Sherri & Terri

Hamburger steak, Potatoes w/gravy, Black-eyed peas, Dessert
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Ecuador 2020
Save the Dates - June 20-27, 2020
We are planning a trip back to Ecuador in June of 2020. If you are interested please let me
know so we can really start making plans for the trip! As of right now there are no new projects
on the SIFAT calendar for Ecuador so this trip has the potential to be the last one. Hopefully it
will not be but......if you ever wanted to go or go back this may be the time to do it!
For more information, talk to Sherri Swickard.

Faith UMC Serve Day
Saturday, October 5th
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various
forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

This year, on Saturday, October 5th, Faith UMC will hold its first ever Serve Day. We will have a variety of projects for the congregation to participate in to help those in our community. We have
projects out in the community as well as projects here at the church. There will be something for
everyone.
Here is a list of the current projects:


Pass Out Water Bottles and Words of Encouragement to those at Cosby Lake.



Fire House Shelter snack dinner at 4 pm. Those participating will meet at the church and leave
at 2:30 pm.



Here at the church, we will have a group writing various notes of encouragement. These will
be given to visitors of the church, home bound congregation, and get-well notes for the Children’s Hospital.

If anyone has an idea for a project or knows of someone in the community that needs some
cleanup at their home or yard, let Lori Ennis or Jennifer Jones know so that we can look at adding
it to the list of projects.
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NOTES from the Church Council
August 13, 2019 6 P.M.
Members Present: Rev. Brandon Rodgers, Teann Yeager, Lori Ennis, Martha Sargent, Bob Scott, Sherri Swickard, Jennifer Jones,
Paulette Odeneal, Cindi Patsios, Norman Odeneal and
Eric Roberson.
Guests Present: Melinda Varner, Cathy Wycoff and Tammy Kittrell
Opening Prayer: Rev. Brandon Rodgers
Chair: Teann Yeager passed email notes from our District Superintendent, Sherill Clontz, for the 2019 Charge Conference Schedule and Instructions. This form was discussed in detail. It was noted that the Charge Conference with individual participation
would be held at Huffman UMC on October 13, 2019 from 2 to 4 PM. Everyone was encouraged to attend.
Cathy Wycoff handed out a Membership 2019 paper that listed new members for 2019 and members that would be removed from the Faith Membership records. Another packet was a list of accomplishments achieved by the church/administrative
council since the church’s last Charge Conference. These accomplishments were discussed with some being removed and others
added. Other items discussed:
Trustee Report must have Safe Sanctuary checklist. Everyone is due for this training prior to the end of 2019. Everyone
must have a background check. Pastor Brandon has been reaching out to find a trainer that can assist Faith UMC with this needed
class. The trainer should be someone from the Conference, if possible. We must submit a solid date to the Charge Conference
when this training will be completed.
Trustee report for Charge Conference was discussed at the Council Meeting. Norman Odeneal has completed the Trustee
form and turned the form in.
We are in need of someone to volunteer to take minutes at the Conference for Faith’s portion of the meeting.
All reports must be in prior to the September 2019 Council Meeting. At the September 2019 Council Meeting they will be
reviewed and must be finalized prior to October 1, 2019.
Anyone on the Council who has line items for financial needs to set up time with Sherri Swickard to discuss these for the 2020
Budget.
Melinda Varner and Tammy Kittrell were told how much the Council appreciates all the hard work with managing the kitchen
at Faith and taking on the responsibilities with meals they have provided. Tammy will be giving up her position on October 1, 2019 and Melinda will give up her position on December 31, 2019. Tammy noted that the Sunday morning breakfast has sustained itself with the monies placed in the kitchen offering basket. At this time, it has not been decided how
the kitchen will be managed.
The Nominating Committee has already begun working on nominations for the positions that will be vacated for 2020. These
nominations will be completed by the September Meeting.
Cathy Wycoff has worked on the Membership Audit and had a list of people that are no longer attending Faith UMC and those
names will be submitted to Sherill Clontz for approval for deletion from the Faith membership records.
Missions 2018 funding report was discussed to know how to complete the Missions 2019 form. There is a drop down list on
the form and Cathy Wycoff will check into this. The need is “How your church provided funding for Missions”.
CPR training was discussed, but no plans were deemed necessary at this time. However, the AED training is needed. Tammy
Kittrell’s son-in-law will be contacted to give us a Saturday date when this can be scheduled.
Work day at the church is set up for August 24th and everyone is encouraged to assist from 8 AM to 11 AM. The Boy Scouts will
be assisting.
Pastor Brandon gave an update on the Grow Team. Paper fans with our Faith UMC name, address and phone number were
given out prior to City of Clay activities along with face painting. Popsicles were handed out to the members of the Clay
High School Band at summer practice. Back to School Bash was scheduled for August 17 to be held at Faith. Luncheon for
the Clay Elementary Teachers to be held August 23. Sack lunch for 160 Clay High School Band members to be handed out
August 30. He also encouraged everyone to attend their first Football game at Clay Chalkville HS.
Closed in prayer by Lori Ennis.
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Our youth are collecting new socks for those experiencing homelessness. We need all sizes
children –adult. So when you are out doing your back to school shopping or beginning to shop
for the holidays, pick up a pack or a pair and drop them off in the box in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall!
All donations are greatly appreciated! We set of goal of 300 pair but with your help we hope to
exceed it! Please see Nicole Ennis if you have any

questions! Thanks as always for your

support!

This is a church-wide Community Event and we’d love for everyone to participate
too! Join us on Thursday, October 31st from 6:30-8:30pm for “A Night at the Drive
In” Trunk or Treat! We need your help! There are a lot of ways that you can
participate! Bring your car, decorate the trunk & dress up! Host a ‘carnival’ game,
help meet and greet, help serve food, help set up, or help clean up! Please see Ms.
Lori E. if you have any questions or want to sign up.
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Youth will be meeting @ Clay UMC this month on Wednesdays from 6:45pm—
8:00p. All youth 6th—12th grades are invited! We hope to see you there!

Youth Schedule:
9/4

Wednesday 6:45pm

Youth Room Clay UMC

Lesson: Back to School/Exodus 1:22-2:10, 5:1-9, 5:19-21
*9/11

Wednesday 6:30pm

Swimming!

We will meet at Faith UMC @6:30pm to go swimming. We plan to leave at
6:35pm (so text if you are running late!) . We will return to the church @8:15pm
for pick up. Wear/bring a swim suit and bring a towel! Friends are welcome!
9/18

Wednesday 6:45pm

Youth Room Clay UMC

Lesson: Compromise/Philippians 1:27
9/25

Wednesday 6:45pm

Youth Room Clay UMC

Lesson: Obedience/2 John 1:6

We have really enjoyed participating in TRIBES this summer! Thank you to everyone who helped
to host a TRIBES Night and for all the fun themes, games, & devotions that you shared with us.

Check out the bulletin board for pictures of the Tribes activities!
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