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FAITH UMC NEWS 

Who’s afraid of the dark?  A lot of us—at least when we were younger.  And I think to some degree, a lot of us now.  

There is something about darkness that is foreboding.  Anything could be lurking in the dark.  Darkness can have a 

deleterious effect on us.  It strips us of our self-confidence, it disorients us, and even paralyzes us.  There is an anti-

dote, of course, to darkness: the light. 

 

When the light of God makes its appearance, things change in a mighty way.  Think back to the beginning—the very 

beginning.  Genesis 1:1-2 tells us, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  

There was darkness—an utter void.  But then something happened: God spoke!  And what are God’s first recorded 

words?  “Let there be light.”  In the miraculous light of God everything was formed.  Out of chaos came order.  And 

the darkness was defeated by light. 

 

Fast forward…the world, by its unrelenting sinfulness, is in utter darkness.  The people cry out to God for salvation.  

Generation after generation has waited, hoping and praying that God would send the Savior.  And then 2000 years 

ago, into the darkest night, into the darkness of humanity, a baby was born.  The purest of pure lights had come into 

the world.  And everything changed.  In the darkness God stepped into the world, and things changed in a mighty 

way. 

 

As we go through this season of Advent, we remember that time of darkness as the world waited.  We long, as they 

longed, for the birth of a Savior.  We wait with quiet expectation for the Lord.  We prepare ourselves for the Light!  

But that’s not all. 

 

We have some hopeful waiting of our own that we’re doing.  We wait in expectation for the Light to return; for that 

unimaginably great day when Jesus returns in all his glory.  It seems in these years as we wait that sometimes the 

darkness feels overwhelming.  We shrink back in horror at the things we see, and tremble at those we can’t see in the 

darkness.  But as followers of Jesus, we don’t live in fear.  We carry within us the Light of the World.  We do what we 

can to spread that light and shine it in the dark. 

 

And when things seem darkest—right at the point of the longest, darkest night of the year, Light breaks into the 

world, setting off a joyous Celebration!  As we go through the season of Advent, may our hope never falter, may our 

expectations never waver.  The Savior of the Lord is coming!  In the darkness, Light will break through! 

 

May the Light of the World guide us in this holiday season.  Even in our darkest moments, may we never forget that 

the Light has come, is with us always, and is coming again!   

 

Joy to the World! 

 

Brandon 
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Upcoming Activities and Events 

Ecuador—As we head into the end of another year and the beginning of a new decade, lets take some time 

to reflect on where we (personally) stand financially.  The end of the year is a time when people start thinking about 

and looking into giving a little more for tax purposes. 

As leader of Ecuador Missions, I would like to propose as we make these decisions, we keep the church in mind.  Ec-

uador Missions would be a good place to start.  As most of you know we are going in June of 2020 and can always 

use financial support as we make our plans for the trip.  I would love to be able to tell our Pastor, as he considers his 

plans to go with us, that we can pay his way! 

 

As head of Finance, I would propose that if Ecuador Missions is not something you want to support, there are plenty 

of other ways to support the church.  The General Fund, the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, support to pay off the mort-

gage and many others.  

 

Just some musings and random thoughts I thought I would share. 

 

Sherri Swickard……Ecuador Mission Leader and Finance Chair 

Christmas Card Basket—Beginning December 1, there will be a basket in the lobby where you can leave 

Christmas Cards.  The cards will be sorted and readied for pick up on December 22 and December 24. 

December 14, - CLAY Christmas Parade from 3:30—5:30.  The Grow Team decided that handing out “handwarmers” with a 

“Merry Christmas from your friends at Faith UMC” sticker would be a good community outreach.  If you would like to partici-

pate, please let Brandon know. 

December 1—Church Christmas covered dish meal.  Invite your family and 

friends to join you in worship and fellowship.  There will be a special visitor….. 

December 15—The Women of Faith Annual Christmas Party from Noon to 2pm.  The party will be in the    

Fellowship Hall immediately after worship.  Please bring a gift ($10 -$15) to exchange.  RSVP to Sherri Swickard, 

Jennifer Jones or Terri Colvin.  The meal will be catered from Papa Sal’s.   The cost per person is $7.00 

December 15—Chula Vista Emmaus Group Christmas Party from  3pm to 

5pm.  Sweet and salty snacks will be served in the Fellowship Hall as the group 

awaits the arrival of a special visitor. Everyone is welcome!  

December 24—Christmas Eve service.  More information to come on this as the time is determined. 
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Reminders 

 Men’s  Breakfast every Wednesday @ 8am at the Golden Rule in Trussville 

 No Zumba 12/24, 12/26, 12/31 or 1/3 

 No Church Council in December 

 In Kind Donations for 2019 are due in the office by 1/15/20 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

December 15 

At the close of worship 
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R E V E R S E 

Advent Calendar 

EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX. 

ON CHRISTMAS EVE OR THE SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

 DONATE THE CONTENTS TO A FOOD BANK. 

 

December 1 - box of cereal 

December 2 - peanut butter 

December 3 - stuffing mix 

December 4 - boxed potatoes 

December 5 - macaroni and cheese 

December 6 - canned fruit 

December 7 - canned tomatoes 

December 8 - canned tuna 

December 9 - dessert mix 

December 10 - jar of applesauce 

December 11 - canned sweet potatoes 

December 12 - cranberry sauce 

 

Once the food box is filled it will be delivered to someone who needs the food.  This might be an individ-

ual, family, group or food bank. 

 

You can deliver your filled box or you can bring the filled box to the church for delivery.  If you choose to 

deliver your box, please let Cathy know  so that we can keep up with where the boxes are being delivered. 

 

If you know of someone who can benefit from one of these boxes, let Cathy know or send a message to 

office@faithumcinclay.org  

 

December 13 - canned beans 

December 14 - box of crackers 

December 15 - package of rice 

December 16 - package of oatmeal 

December 17 - package pasta 

December 18 - spaghetti sauce 

December 19 - chicken noodle soup 

December 20 - tomato soup 

December 21 - can corn 

December 22 - can mixed vegetables 

December 23 - can carrots 

December 24 - can green beans 
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Faith UMC Council Meeting        October 8, 2019    6 P.M.  

  

Members Present: Rev. Brandon Rodgers Teann Yeager   Cindi Patsios    Martha Sargent  Bob Scott   Sherri 
Swickard  Jennifer Jones   Lori Ennis   Eric Roberson  

Guests Present: Melinda Varner  Cathy Wycoff      

  

Opening Prayer: Rev. Brandon Rodgers  

Council Minutes approved for September 10, 2019.    

Update on Charge Conference paperwork.  Everything is in. DS Sherill Clontz did request a balance sheet.   

We discussed if anything could be done better or differently next year so that it is a smoother process.  The 
suggestion that Safe Sanctuary is held earlier in the year so that it is not so close to the time frame when 
paperwork is due was given.    

Trustee Update – No update given  

Finance Update – Sherri Swickard • Balance Sheet in Cahaba Works is not the usual format one would find.  

Missions Report – Jennifer Jones • The Ecuador Missions Team is having a Build A Friend Fundraiser with 
Santa on Saturday, November 2nd from 9 to 11 AM.  Jennifer is the lead and Sherri is assisting. • The City of 
Clay Festival is Saturday, November 2nd from 5 to 7 pm.  The city provides needed candy.  We will have a 
booth with a cornhole game.  We will need a few volunteers to help.  

 The Grow Team is planning a Community Meal on Sunday November 3rd, immediately after the church 
service.  It will be plated and served to guests seated in the fellowship hall.    

 IT Update - Eric Roberson • A flatscreen TV for the Narthex has been proposed for the Announcements. • 
Eric is trying to pin down the security people so he can get answers.   • Projectors at this point are holding 
their own.  Just slow to come on.  

• Eric will assist Cathy in trying to figure out how to add pictures to the Directory.  

 Anything new to discuss?  No  

 Closing Comments by Pastor Brandon  

 Minutes taken and typed by Jennifer Jones  

Stay in Touch ...  drop a note or call some of our Faith family 

that cannot currently worship with us on Sunday.  Contact the office at        

681-4429 or office@faithumcinclay.org if you need their contact information. 

Jerry Conway 

Jimmie Sue Foy 

Doug Varner 

Gay Pettus 

Jim McKee 

Cliff Landress 
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Wednesday night Bible study is at 6:30.   

Study is in the book of Luke 

Before Bible study, Praise Team practice or the monthly Faith Worship night,  enjoy 

some fellowship and food.  Serving starts at 5:45.   Cost is $5.   If you do not have a 

standing reservation, be sure to let the office know by 2pm on Tuesday that you 

plan on eating at the church (681-4429 or office@faithumcinclay.org) 

 

Wednesday Night Menus  

12/4 Chili, cornbread & dessert    Team:  Martha & Jennifer 

12/11 Soup and Grilled cheese    Team:  Sherri, Teann, & Jennifer 

12/18 Christmas cookies, sandwiches  

  

12/25       

January Birthday 

1/3 Adam Ennis 

1/8 Debbie Criswell 

1/10 Hannah Colvin 

1/17 Carol Hobby 

December Birthday 

12/2 Polly McClure 

12/7 Mike Hosey 

12/12 Jim McKee 

12/15 Molly Hall 

12/23 Louise Scott 

12/25 Gay Pettus 

12/25 Norman McClure 

12/26 Keith Tice 

12/30 Rita French 
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We will be meeting at Faith UMC this month.                                                     

All youth 6th-12th grades are welcome!    

       

Meeting Schedule: 

  Wed.  Dec.  4    6:30pm “Christmas Myths” 

 Wed.  Dec.  11  6:30pm     “Christmas Story Take-Aways” 

 *Sat.  Dec.  14  4:00pm  The Gospel According to Scrooge   

               Alabaster, AL 

 Wed.  Dec.  18  6:30pm    “Traveling Nativity” 

 Wed.  Dec.  25  NO YOUTH    MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

 Wed.  Jan.   1  NO YOUTH    Happy New Year! 



December  2019 

 8 

Kingwood Church 

100 Harvest Way 

Alabaster, AL  35007 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year. It’s time again for 

“The Gospel According to Scrooge.” 

Scrooge, is more than just a Christmas play or great entertainment. It is a 

classic tale with some new twists and a great Christmas message. This fun 

event has become a holiday tradition with many, and has over 130 in the 

cast that is full of music, drama, lights and more. Kingwood Church has 

offered this gift to our community for over 30 years! 

This is a FREE event but group reservations are required.  We have            

reserved a block of tickets for Saturday, December 14.  If you are                        

interested in going please see Ms. Angela to get on list.  Youth will get 

priority availability but we should have room for 

others as well but it will be first come first serve.  

(You can also check the Kingwood Church  website 

for additional dates).   

We will meet at 4pm on Saturday, December 14 @ 

Faith UMC to carpool to the event.  Youth whose 

parents are not attending will need permission slips 

and money for dinner (fast food) & snacks/hot choc-

olate @ Kingwood.  (optional). 

* 


