
  March 2020 

 1 

FAITH UMC NEWS 

Lenten season has already begun for Christian communities around the world. It started on Ash Wednesday, a day in which 
we go to church to receive ashes on the forehead to signify “we are dust and to dust we return.” 

The practice of receiving ashes dates back to the fifth century and became a universal Christian practice by the 11th century. 

As an important religious observance in the Christian world, Lent is the season to observe and commemorate the passion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the son of God, our Savior and Redeemer. 

It is an opportune time to reflect on what it means to be a follower of Christ. Likewise, it’s an opportunity to repent for our mis-
deeds and misgivings and to increase the intensity of our prayer, fasting, almsgiving, practice of our faith and welcoming oth-
ers as our brothers and sisters in our faith community. 

Moreover, Lent is a time to grow in and strengthen our faith, which binds us together and makes all things possible because 
of our love and devotion to Jesus. 

What does it mean to be a Christian? As sinners, we have the ability and capability to be holy only if we allow Christ into our 
lives. 

If we follow his teachings, we become responsible, law-abiding citizens and peace-loving people. We become selfless, mind-
ful of others, who benefit from our good deeds, kindness, charity and generosity. We become more aware of and concerned 
about others, especially the underrepresented, underserved, marginalized, disabled, elderly, helpless and hopeless in our 
midst. 

Practicing our faith, we are able to see Christ in them. We try our best to love and care for them the way we want to be loved 
and cared for. 

And let’s not underestimate the power of prayer in our lives. Prayer is the greatest thing we’ve got to save us from a lot of 
troubles. 

As our personal conversation with our God, who knows what’s inside of us, prayer is a powerful tool to create a miracle, to 
make things right or better in our lives. In the end, prayer leads us to a life of holiness towards God. 

I believe in the power of prayer, because I have witnessed its fruits. There have been instances where I saw the results of my 
praying for others — like when they get better after a surgery or disease or a tragedy — that no rocket science or scientist 
can explain. 

Call it a miracle, if you will, but I believe that, when we pray together, when we pray for others who need our prayers, things 
and people change for the better. We become interconnected, and we get closer to God. 

Followers of Christ also practice almsgiving and fasting. We give of ourselves and of our time, talents and treasures. We love 
to share what we have, because we believe that giving is caring. 

We give up something or deprive ourselves of something so that others can have it. That’s a sacrifice for others, for God. We 
just let others have it, instead of ourselves. That’s giving; that’s fasting, caring and loving. That’s an act of love for others and 
for God because we see Christ in them. 

We believe in giving, because it is in giving that we receive more blessings and graces from our Almighty God. To share is to 
give, and to give is to love, and to let others experience our faith. 

Doing these things can help us grow in faith, especially this Lenten season. 

Why is Lent so Important to Christians 

By Chris A. Quilpa 
Reprinted by permission of Chris A. Quilpa 
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Daylight Savings 

Begins 

March 8, 2020 

Notes from Church Council Meeting 

Conference Update : There will be an information session on April 4 in Birmingham and a session in Huntsville on 

March 21 to discuss potential impact on proposals being brought before the general conference. Bishop Wallace-

Padgett has announced that she has called a special session of the North Alabama Conference if needed for Saturday, 

August 15, 2020 at Asbury UMC in Birmingham. "The purpose of this special session of the annual conference will be to 

address such matters as may affect the future of the North Alabama Conference, its local churches, clergypersons, em-

ployees and church members, following the conclusion of General Conference 2020".  

 This called conference is in addition of the regularly scheduled annual conference session to be held in Huntsville on 

May 31 - Jun 2.2020 

Youth Update:  Youth news!  Happy to announce we are still going strong with 11 students. The youth will be serving at 

the Senior Valentine Banquet this year at Clay UMC on February 15th.  We will also be attending Winter Jam again this 

year on February 16th (10 Christian bands with a speaker).  We are making plans for a retreat on March 6-7.  We plan on 

serving at 3 Hots and a Cot and playing board games as a service project.  We are praying over where God is calling us 

to serve and hopefully will be going to M25 Mission Camp again this summer.  Please continue to pray for each of our 

youth for God's protection and direction.    

Trustees:    Trustees met and elected Norman Odeneal Chairman.  The Trustees have a list of repairs that need to be 

made around the property.  Work has already started on tearing out the wooden walk-way behind the kitchen to the 

metal building.  This walk-way is being replaced with a concrete walk. 

Church Council will meet on Tuesday, March 10 @ 6    

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 

The Class Meeting  small group will begin 3/12 @ 6pm—7:30pm.  This study will last 8 weeks.  It 

is based on the book The Class Meeting by Kevin Watson.   Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. 

Books are $17.00.  Books will be ordered on Monday, 3/9.  If you want a book, please note on the 

sign up sheet that you need a book or let Cathy know. 
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March Birthdays 

3/3  Greg Battles 

3/4  Lisa Mann 

3/8  Matt Angwin 

3/8  Jeremy Criswell 

3/11  Eric Roberson 

3/15  Guy Scott 

3/25  Jan Chandler 

3/28  Linda Landress 

3/30  Katie Strickland 

********************************************* 

  

MONTHLY MISSION/SERVE PROJECTS 

GROW is trying to meet on a regular basis, the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 5pm.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend these meetings.  We are actively working on projects for February, March and April with 

plans being made for projects in the following months. 

March—Community Meal honoring City Officials and area First Responders.   

               Backpack buddies—provided weekend snacks/light meals for 60 Clay-Chalkville students 

April—Visit to Elmcroft to play bingo and provide small care packages on 4/11 

Our youth continue to meet with Clay UMC youth.  This month they will be 

meeting at Clay every Wednesday night @ 6:30. 

Some activities planned for the coming months are: 

March 6—7   An in-house youth retreat during which they will have a commu-

nity service of serving a meal at 3Hots and a Cot. 

April 25—Youth fundraiser at Clay UMC 

May 9—Youth fundraiser at Clay UMC 

July—Tenative plans for M25 mission trip 

April Birthdays 

4/4  Brandon Rodgers 

4/11  Sidney McKoy 

4/23  Cathy Wycoff 

4/24  Frank Chandler 

4/25  Kim Battles 
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“Love Without Borders” 

Dinner and Silent Auction 

Benefitting 

 2020 Faith UMC Ecuador Missions Team 

March 21, 2020 

At 6pm 

 

Menu:  Salad, Baked Spaghetti, Rolls and Dessert 

Silent Auction 

Entertainment by Dylan Cornelius 

Tickets are $15.00 each or 2 for $25.00 

See Sherri Swickard, Jennifer Jones or a member of the Ecuador Mission Team for a ticket 

Please have information for the newsletter into the office by the 

25th of the month. 

Please have information for the bulletin or an insert into the office 

by Wednesday evening. 

WOMEN OF FAITH 

 March 20—The Sheila Walsh simulcast will be shown at our Ladies Night Out.  This event was 

rescheduled due to bad weather.  Light snacks at 6.  The 

simulcast will start at 6:30 and should last 90 minutes.  In-

vite your friends to join us for this message on prayer.  

Let’s make this “do over” an amazing night of fellowship 

and encouragement. 

 Supplies were purchased for the children’s program. 

 On 4/18 will provide a meal for the ministry—”Eleanor’s Helping Hand. 

 The Women of Faith voted to support and hold a bazaar in October 

**************************************************** 



  March 2020 

 5 

Wednesday, March 11—Wing-A-Fish Food Truck  

will be parked at the American Legion parking lot from 5—8.  

We are hoping to get another food truck out on a Wednesday night to help supplement our 

Wednesday night meals.  We would eventually like to have the food trucks on our property maybe 

twice a month, but we have to show that there will be enough sales to cover the expense of bring-

ing the truck out. 

Please let your neighbors know where the Wing-A-Fish Food truck will be on 3/11. 

There WILL NOT be a Wednesday night meal prepared at the church; however, we will provide 

drinks and dessert for you to have with the meal purchased from Wing-A-Fish.  So purchase your 

meal at Wing-A-Fish and come to the church for drinks and dessert before Bible study or Praise 

Team practice.  Invite any other customers at Wing-A-Fish to join you at the church! 
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Community Youth will meet at Clay UMC during the month of March.   

6790 Old Springville Road 

Pinson, AL  35126 

Snacks are served at 6:30pm followed by the program at 6:45pm 

All youth 6th—12th grades are invited to attend! 

Wednesday Mar.  4    Youth Lesson & Program with Rev,. Barry 

Wednesday Mar.  11  Youth Lesson & Program in the Cafe 

Wednesday Mar.  18  Youth Lesson & Program in the Café 

Wednesday Mar.   25  Destination Unknown (off site) 

 

Youth Retreat Weekend Friday—Sunday, March  6—8.  This will  be a weekend of 

service and reflection.  There is no cost for this event. 
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Join us for a weekend full of service and mission opportunities as we explore 

what it means to “Flip our Image” and model ourselves after Christ.  We are 

created in God’s image but it’s more than skin deep.  God created us inside 

and out.  God’s image is on our very heart and soul.   This weekend we will   

explore how to share God’s love from the inside out as we serve others. 

 

There is no cost for this event and all youth 6th-12th grades are invited to 

attend.  If you need additional information or have any questions please     

contact Lori Ennis, Youth Coordinator  @  540-0592. 


