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My good church, we remain in seemingly unprecedented times. Prior to all of this developing, it had never once
crossed my mind that we would ever face any sort of circumstance which would prevent us from gathering together
for worship. Yet here we are. Never had it crossed my mind that schools would close, businesses would shut their
doors, and so many would lose their jobs. Yet here we are. Never had it crossed my mind that things like buying
toilet paper, wearing masks, and getting haircuts would create so much controversy. Yet here we are.
In these times of uncertainty there is hope to be found where we have always found it: in the cross of Christ. The
cross—a symbol meant to invoke fear—changed the course of human history. The cross—meant to be the final
word on any who dared oppose Caesar—became the symbol of freedom. The cross—meant to strip people of any
compunction to rebel—became the hope of humankind. There are many lessons to be learned from the cross, but I
want to focus on three of them.
First, the cross of Christ tells us that the innocent are not exempt from suffering. Jesus willingly went to the cross,
but he didn’t deserve it. He suffered for our sakes, not because he had done anything wrong. The suffering of innocents is a terrible consequence of sin in the world, and we know that right now there are so many who are suffering
as a result of things outside their control. Jesus knows that pain. Jesus knows that suffering. And Jesus commiserates with us as one who’s been there, too.
Second, the cross of Christ tells us that there is power to surmount evil. Yes, there is evil in this world, but not even
the power of death could withstand the mighty power of Jesus. These may seem like dark times, but the darkness
does not have the final word. We have hope because death didn’t have the final word with Jesus, and whatever is
happening in the world today won’t have the final word. Darkness is overcome by the light.
Third, the cross of Christ tells us that God is with us in all circumstances. At the darkest moment in history, God was
there. “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’ When he had said this, he
breathed his last.”—Luke 23:46.
In all things, we have hope because of the cross of Christ; because Jesus experienced the pain we experience; because Jesus overcame death; and because God is with us always. This pandemic will pass. We will gather again. No,
things may not go back to normal, but we aren’t moving backwards anyway. Like Paul, we press on towards the
prize. Things change, but our hope remains.
Grace and peace,
Brandon
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We are so very proud to present our graduating seniors and although this year is very different
due to the COVID 19 virus, we do not want to take away from this momentous achievement.
All three of our graduates have grown up at Faith UMC and we are so honored to have been a
part of their church family.

Graduating from Clay Chalkville High School
Nicole is the daughter of Lori Ennis. She played in the Middle School
Band and High School Marching Band for Clay Chalkville and is a member of the National Honor Society. Nicole has been active in both the
Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry at Faith UMC, served on multiple
mission teams, and has served for two years as the Youth Group President. She is interested in Bio Medical Sciences and plans to attend the
University of Alabama in Birmingham (UAB) in the fall.

Miss Nicole Ennis

Graduating from Life Church Academy
Joseph is the son of Jennifer Jones. He was active in the Children’s Ministry and has participated in the Youth Ministry, Ecuador Missions Trip,
and Scouting. Joseph has worked year round for the past two years to
graduate early. His interest lie in Information Technologies. Joseph
plans to take some time off from school to work and determine what
type of IT/Computer Science he wants to pursue.

Mr. Joseph Jones
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Graduating from Vestavia Hills High School
Connor is the godson of Sherri & Kerry Swickard. He has participated in both the Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry at Faith
UMC. Connor was admitted to the National Honors Society and
National German Honors Society. He scored in the top 1% nationally on the ACT exam and received the Presidential Scholarship from Auburn University.

Connor will be majoring in Soft-

ware Engineering with a minor in Business.

Mr. Connor Wyatt

We cannot wait to see what God has planned for each of
you!

Congratulations graduates!

May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you,
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace!

Numbers 6:24-26
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May Birthdays

June Birthdays

5/4 Martha Howard
5/16 Elena Rodgers
5/23 Lori Ennis

6/3

Brad Hobby

6/4

Meliaha Desmond

6/5

Lise VanWinkle

6/8

Jeanne McKee

6/12

Mary Ann Williams

6/13

Judy Kelosky

6/15

Paulette Odeneal

6/18

Jerry Conway

6/18

BJ Scott

6/23

Josh Apodaca

6/30

Condi Hosey

Don’t forget the needs of the
Blessing Box
The idea is to take what you need and leave what you can. Many in our community have already received a blessing. Community members as well as church family
are keeping the box full while others in our community are able to feed their family

On-Line Giving. There is now an additional way to give contributions/tithes
to Faith. You can give online:
1.

Go to the web site: www.faithumcinclay.org

2.

Click on “Online Giving” in the upper right corner

3.

Follow the instructions.

PLEASE NOTE: Giving is processed by PayPal using your credit card
or bank account. Please note that bank account donations, unlike
credit card donations, do not incur processing fees.
You can also mail a check to: Faith UMC, 7315 Old Springville Road, Pinson,
AL 35126 OR set up a regular payment to the church through your financial institution
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