
Dear Faith Family, 

 

I have been thinking about how to write this since I first learned that we would be moving this summer.  It is 
hard to sum up in just a few words the impact that Faith has had on my family and me.  From the start you all 
welcomed us in and treated us like family.  In our three years together I don't believe there has been a single 
week where someone hasn't encouraged me, and I know that so many of you have prayed for us regularly 
since we first came to Faith. 

 

We have done so much over the past three years.  We've studied together; we've worshiped together; we've 
shared meals together; we've served together.  We have mourned together through painful and sad times, and 
we have rejoiced together through many joyous times.  We have laid saints to rest and baptized babies into 
God's family.  We have said goodbye to old friends and welcomed in new friends.  We've planted a garden, fed 
the hungry, served the homeless, and supported our schools.  And the list goes on. 

 

Through it all I have been so grateful that God brought us together for this season.  It has been such an honor 
and privilege to serve as your pastor, and I truly believe I will leave Faith as a better pastor and person because 
of all of you. 

 

In the weeks ahead you will be welcoming in a new pastor and his family, and I know that you will show them 
the same incredible love and support that you have always shown us.  Just as I believe God brought us                               
together for a season, I believe God is in the midst of this new season as well.  I know that God will bless this 
new season at Faith and the next steps in your journey together. 

 

My continuing prayer for Faith is that each of you would seek after God with your whole heart; that you would 
know just how much God loves you; that you would seek God's guidance and will in all things; that you would 
faithfully follow wherever God leads you; and that the grace and mercy of God would be with you always. 

 

I love you, church, and I will be forever grateful for each of you. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Brandon  



  

 

Everyone is invited to a join us as we honor Pastor Brandon and                       

wish him and his family love, well, wishes and heartfelt prayer                                                

for their continued  ministry as he prepares for his new                                                                     

posting in July.   

 

Brandon and his family are moving into a full-time                                                                        

assignment in North Alabama.  His last preaching day at Faith                                                    

UMC will be June 20, 2021.  Please join us in a Farewell Celebration                                           

on June 13th after the worship service for a Cubs themed baseball event.  We’ll 

have hamburgers & hotdogs, nachos, crackerjacks, and cupcakes! 

 

Join us as we turn the Fellowship Hall into a baseball experience!  We will also 

be taking up a special offering to show Brandon, Julie, & the girls how much we 

have appreciated their time here at Faith.  If you would like to contribute to the 

special offering, please place your offering in the collection plates at the door, 

send a check to the church, or give through our on-line services.  Please make 

sure to mark your gift as a “Special Offering” so that we can keep it designated 

for this purpose.  If you have any questions, please call the church office or                

contact someone on the Transition Team. 

(Team members: Teann Yeager, Melinda Varner,                                                                     

Sherri Swickard, & Eric Roberson) 



Dear Friends, 

By now many of you have heard that I am one of four bishops in the Southeastern Jurisdiction who will be 
covering an additional Conference until elections and assignments of new bishops take place during the next 
regular session of the Jurisdictional Conference (Nov. 2-4, 2022). This coverage situation is a result of  
Bishop Lawson Bryan, Bishop Paul Leeland, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward and Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor 
requesting to retire effective Sept. 1, 2021, under paragraph 408.2 of The 2016 Book of Discipline. Thanks 
to each of them for extending their service an extra year during the COVID-19 pandemic. They had        
originally planned to retire at the 2020 Jurisdictional Conference which was postponed). 

Several of you have asked me my thoughts about assuming the Holston Conference in addition to continuing 
in the North Alabama Conference. As I process what this means in light of how I do my work in North    
Alabama, I am thankful for the strong leadership team consisting of our 7 District Superintendents (Rev. 
Terry Bentley, Rev. Kelly Clem, Rev. Sherill Clontz, Rev. Rick Owen, Rev. Tom Parrish, Rev. Sherri   
Reynolds, Rev. Donald Smith), Conference Lay Leader (Lisa Keys-Mathews), Executive Director of New 
and Renewing Churches (Rev. Suzanne Katschke), Executive Director of the Board of Ordained Ministry 
(Rev. Ron Schultz), Chief Financial Officer/Conference Treasurer/ Director of Administrative Services/
Benefits Officer (Scott Selman) and Director of Connectional Ministries (Rev. Adlene Kufarimai). This is a 
diverse group of gifted and mature spiritual leaders who are focused on our North Alabama Conference   
vision and mission and are deeply committed to Jesus Christ. They are a key to my continuing to provide 
episcopal leadership in North Alabama while adding the additional responsibilities of the Holston           
Conference. 

Also, I will be in communication with the Episcopacy Committees from both Conferences to assist in     
identifying priorities and coordinating my schedule. North Alabama Conference episcopacy committee 
members are Jesse Cleveland (chair), Andy Curtis (vice-chair), Madeline Hollingsworth (secretary), Rev. 
Dean Bowers, Rev. Brian Erickson, Barbara Jackson, Matthew Kilpatrick, Steve Lyles, Lisa Keys-Mathews, 
Rev. Bo Lloyd, Olene McGowen, Bert McLelland, Rev. Dorothy Scott, Rev. Robin Scott, Anne Warren and 
Ben Williams. 

Some of you have inquired about the geography of the Holston Conference as well as its proximity to North 
Alabama. The Holston Conference includes portions of East Tennessee, Southwest Virginia, and North 
Georgia. Its Conference Center is located in Alcoa, Tennessee, (near Knoxville) about four hours from    
Birmingham. Consisting of nearly 884 churches and about 157,000 members, the Conference’s name comes 
from three forks of the Holston River which originates in southwest Virginia and extends to the Tennessee 
River. 

My introduction to the staff, clergy and lay leadership of the Holston Conference will happen after the 2021 
Annual Conference season is completed. I look forward to meeting these wonderful people who I am told, 
like North Alabama United Methodists, are warm, welcoming and passionate followers of Jesus Christ with 
a strong commitment to missions and loving neighbors. 

Many of you have indicated that you will continue to pray for me as I lead the North Alabama and Holston 
Conferences. You and your prayers are gifts that I treasure! 

I look forward to continuing to be in ministry with you as well as leading the fine people of the Holston   
Annual Conference. As always it is a privilege to serve as your bishop. 

In Christ, 
Debra Wallace-Padgett 
Resident Bishop 
North Alabama Conference 

https://www.holston.org/


Welcoming Our New Pastor, Spencer Welsh 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to announce that                                                                 

district superintendent, Sherill Clontz, and the cabinet of the                                                                            

North Alabama Conference , after prayerful discernment, have                                                                                

appointed Spencer Welsh to Faith United Methodist Church as                                                                     

pastor, effective July 1, 2021. 

Spencer is a Birmingham native and was raised in Cahaba                                                                          

Heights United Methodist Church where he worshipped and served as youth pastor prior to 

joining the staff at Trussville First united Methodist.  This is Spencer’s third year of ministry, 

and he is currently in his second year at Asbury Seminary.  He and his wife, Meagan, have 

been married for fifteen years and have two boys, James who is eight and Luke who is six. 

We will share more about Spencer in the coming weeks, but know we rejoice in the new thing 

God will be doing here at Faith UMC through the ministry of this pastor, who is excited to be 

joining our family of faith.  As we move into this new chapter at Faith, please pray for God’s 

vision to be faithfully achieved. 

If you have any questions, please ask our Staff Parrish Relations Committee. 

 

   Please continue to pray for our family of faith, our                                         

   community, and all of God’s children, near & far. 

We continue to ask for prayers for: 

 Martha Sargent   Audrey Cabaniss 

 Jerry Conway   Greg Phillips 

 Crisswell Family 

 

If you have prayer requests to share with our family of faith, please email 

them to the church office @ office@faithumcinclay.org, leave a message at 

the church (205) 681-4429, or drop  note in the basket on the desk.   



We are still preparing for the “Birthday to 

remember” event at RFK  June 29th. 

If you want to help we have a some        

upcoming opportunities to share: 

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall to 

wrap the 64 Birthday gifts.  All                       

materials are provided we just need 

helping hands! 

We will also have a        

Facebook Reveal! 

Melinda will be making 

and baking the cupcakes 

for the RFK campers in 

the kitchen at Faith 

UMC and could use 

some baking  assistants.  

Please let her know if 

you are available to help 

out.    If you have any 

unused sprinkles 

at home, we’d love 

to have them! 

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall 

to ice the cupcakes for the campers 

and we could use some help icing 

and packing them so join us as we 

finish our preparations for this very 

special “Birthday to Remember” ! 

If you would like to join us for the BIG event, please email                     
faithumcinclay.org by Friday, June 18th. We will meet at the church on 
Tuesday, June 29th at 11am and depart from there. Please   include your 
T-shirt size in case we are able to obtain shirts for our team. 

We are putting the final touches on our Birthday to Remember Event for 
Royal Family Kids Camp #218 on Tuesday, June 29th.  

http://faithumcinclay.org


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

We continue to have many who are both                           

donating to the box and many who are being 

blessed by those donations so keep up the good 

work!  Thank you for your generous support of 

this ministry! 

Our next Blood Drive will be here at               

Faith UMC on  Friday, July 23  from                        

11:00am—3:30pm.                                                                         

Mark your calendar & stay tuned for more                              

information! 

Reading Through the Bible in a Year, June Scripture Readings: 

June 1 Ephesians 1  June 15   Philippians 4 June 29 2 Timothy 1 

June 2 Ephesians 2  June 16  Titus 1  June 30 2 Timothy 2 

June 3 Ephesians 3  June 17 Titus 2 

June 4 Ephesians 4  June 18 Titus 3 

June 7 Ephesians 5  June 21 1 Timothy 1 

June 8 Ephesians 6  June 22 1 Timothy 2 

June 9 Philemon  June 23 1 Timothy 3 

June 10 Philippians 1 June 24 1 Timothy 4 

June 11 Philippians 2 June 25 1 Timothy 5 

June 14 Philippians 3 June 28 1 Timothy 6 



 

 

 

Community Youth will meet at Faith UMC during the month of 

June.  All youth (rising) 6th—12th grades are invited to attend. 

Wednesdays @ 6:30pm in the Youth Room 

                                                                       Join us & bring a friend!   

We are in need of some substitutes teachers for our Children’s Ministry.  If 

you are willing to assist with Children’s Sunday School or Children’s Church, 

please let the church office know so we can get your contact information 

and set up Safe Sanctuary training for you. 

 

The 2020-2021 school year was different and difficult due to COVID 19 and 

the impact it had on our community, state,  nation, and world.  We want to 

recognize our graduates and celebrate this milestone in their lives.  Please 

submit the names, school, and picture of your 2021 graduate to the church 

office so that we can recognize them properly in our July Newsletter! 



Want to knoW What’s happening 

Or need to get in touch? 

 

Faith United Methodist Church                              

7315 Old Springville Rd                                          

Pinson, AL 35126             

(205) 681-4429     

 faithumcinclay.org    

 Faith UMC in Clay 

June Birthdays: 

 

 Brad Hobby  6/3    Judy Kelosky  6/13 

 Meliaha Desmond 6/4    Paulette Odeneal 6/15 

 Lise VanWinkle  6/5    Jerry Conway  6/18 

 Jeanne McKee  6/8    B J Scott   6/18 

 Mary Ann Williams 6/12    Condi Hosey  6/30 

June Anniversaries: 

 

 Joe & Carol Hobby  6/26 

 Doug & Melinda Varner  6/27 

“Pop”               

Music! 

What kind of music is 

scary for birthday    

 balloons? 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Faith+UMC+clay+al&source=lmns&bih=754&biw=1536&hl=en-US&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjO0tii-cTwAhUGQlMKHeeBCjUQ_AUoAHoECAEQAA#

