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Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, 
which begins on Ash Wednesday  (March 2) and ends    
on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon 
word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to the   
lengthening days of spring. The forty days represents     
the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the   
temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry. 

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of    
Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early church, 
Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism  by new     
converts and then became a time of penance by all Christians Today,   
Christians focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples and                 
extending ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer 
and give of ourselves for others. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday 
represents a "mini-Easter."  

As we begin Lent join us  for 

Wednesday, March 2 at 6:30pm 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10712/what-are-the-origins-of-lent
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10712/what-are-the-origins-of-lent
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-does-the-united-methodist-church-say-about-fasting


The youth would like to say                         

THANK YOU!                                                                

to our congregation for generously 

donating water & diapers for our    

service day.  We were able to share 

those items with many people in need 

and make their burden a little lighter. 

A                               thanks to the Strickland family 

for providing pizza & dessert during our 

Service Day!  We really enjoyed it! 

 

   The Finance Team  

                 will meet at   

                     5:30pm  

       &                   

                       The Leadership Team  

               will meet at 6:00pm  

On Tuesday, March 15.                               

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

If you have items for the agenda, 

please see Carol Hobby or email her by 

Friday, Mar. 11 for  consideration.    

chobby117@aol.com 
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Celebrate Recovery meets every 

Thursday night.  

Everyone is welcome!                    

Childcare is provided.                      

Thursday night service includes: 

    6:00 pm   Meal 

    6:30 pm   Service with music   

   and testimony or lesson 

    7:45 pm   Small group 

March schedule of upcoming 

teaching/testimony: 

    Mar 3: Lent Turn 

    Mar 10: Testimony 

    Mar 17: (Teaching) Action 

    Mar 24: Testimony 

    Mar 31: (Teaching) Moral 

Prayers for healing , recovery, comfort & peace:                                          

 Jan/Frank Chandler    Jerry Conway      

 Greg /Kim Battles    Jacob Lucia 

 Cliff /Linda Landress    Ginny Taylor

 Dotson Family     Pamela Jessie                  

 Polly/Norman McClure  Logan Mullins      

 Colvin Family     Joanna Lucia 

 Phillip Lambert     Debbie Smith 

 Gray Cranford 

Praises & answered prayer: 

 Marissa Hebson-employment                              

     For Pastoral Prayer needs you may reach  Pastor Spencer Welch at  (205) 567-9869 or by 

  email at scwelch7@gmail.com.  You may also contact the church office at (205) 

     681-4429  by email at  office@faithumcinclay.org  or place   

    a note in the mailbox at the curb. 



After celebrating Scout Sunday last month, the Scouts & Venture Crew 

stayed and helped a few of us to sort food items collected by Trussville 

UMC .  The food was sorted & date checked.  We packed up 12 bags of a 3 

day supply food for a family of 4.   We shared several items with the Clay 

Food Pantry for distribution in our community and we had some leftover 

to stock our Blessing Box.  Many  people supported this effort through 

prayer, donation, & labor.  THANK YOU!!!!!!! 



 

 The children will be learning about Lent this month in Sunday School. We will 

learn vocabulary & scripture that is related to the Crucifixion & Resurrection of Jesus 

 and why as Christians, we are called Easter People.     

 

 In Children’s Church we will look at the different symbols of Lent.  We will discuss 

their meaning and significance and make a craft to reinforce the lessons as we prepare 

for the Easter season. 

 

Mark your calendars because we are planning our annual Easter Egg 

 Hunt in April.  Saturday, April 16 @ 10:00am 



 

     On February 12th, Summer, Ryan, Jackson, Gabe, and I put ourselves aside and 
helped serve others. Our first destination was Ann’s New Life, where we helped do 
some light cleaning and mostly helped bag diapers for the women who needed them 
for their children. This center specializes in helping women who might be or plan to be 
pregnant and gives them resources like a pregnancy test an ultrasound that can tell the 
client the estimated time of when their baby might be born. They also have classes to 
help them care for their child and earn mom bucks, which is a currency to use at the 
center, where the women can buy what their baby needs, or what they need. Our next 
destination was Three Hots and a Cot, we did not physically do a lot here, but we made 
an impact!  All of us helped by giving more than ten packs of water, one of the items 
on their wish list.  This center was also very eye-opening, this is where those who 
served in the military stay if they find themselves without a home. The next activity we 
did was helping reorganize the food pantry at Clay UMC. We took everything out, 
swept, moved shelves, we checked for expired foods, then we put  everything back, it 
might not sound like much, but it took 2-3 hrs.  At the end of the day, we went to Faith, 
ate pizza, and played games. We also had a moment with Pastor Spencer, where we 
talked a bit and took communion, and he told us about himself and his background, I 
was touched by what he told us and surprised.       
            Madi-Belle 

Except for Ash Wednesday, we will meet at Clay UMC 

this month on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.                    

Youth 6th-12th grades welcome!                                                                       

In February our youth had a service retreat and we participated in several ser-

vice    opportunities in the community.  Here are some thoughts about the week-

end from one of our students…. 



Pictured:  Stacey Chambers, Jeanie Dotson, Lori Ennis, 

Gabe Walters, Madi-Belle Walters, & Jackson Wycoff 

Beginning the Day with Prayer! 

Pictured:  Summer Land, Ryan Reeves, Jeanie Dotson, 

Jackson Wycoff, Gabe Walters, Madi-Belle Walters, Lori 

Ennis, Stacey Chambers, Lori Ennis, & Angela Brooks 

Serving at Ann’s Place & donating diapers 

Pictured:  Gabe Walters, Jackson Wycoff, 

Summer Land, Ryan Reeves, & Madi-Belle Walters  

Taking Valentines & water to Three Hots & a Cot 

Clay Food Pantry after we cleaned,                          

organized & sorted items. 

Pictured:  Lori Ennis, Stacey Chambers, Jeanie 

Dotson, Wycoff, Summer Land, Ryan Reeves, 

 Madi-Belle Walters, Gabe Walters,  & Rev. 

 Spencer Welch 



Greg Battles  3/3 

(Mary) Lisa Mann 3/4            

Matt Angwin  3/8                  

Jeremy Criswell  3/8                 

Eric Roberson  3/11               

Guy Scott   3/15    

Christian Brooks          3/18       

Jan Chandler  3/25        

Linda Landress  3/28               

Katie Griffith  3/30 

Want to knoW What’s                        

happening 

Or need to get in touch? 

 

                                                                                                         

Faith United Methodist Church                              

7315 Old Springville Rd                                          

Pinson, AL 35126                                             

(205) 681-4429                                                                                                   

 faithumcinclay.org    

 Faith UMC in Clay 

 

If you know of someone’s Birthday or Anniversary that we left off, please              

contact the church office to let us know and we will update our list!    

https://www.google.com/search?q=Faith+UMC+clay+al&source=lmns&bih=754&biw=1536&hl=en-US&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjO0tii-cTwAhUGQlMKHeeBCjUQ_AUoAHoECAEQAA#

